GARDINERS POINT, GARDINERS ISLAND, NEW YORK
EXCESS REAL PROPERTY DOCUMENTION

1. The Excess Property is Known as:

Gardiners Point (previously known as Fort Tyler Military Reservation), Gardiners Island, New York.

Fort Tyler Military Reservation originally consisted of approximately 14 acres, which were transferred from the Army to the Department of the Navy in 1954.  Tidal action and erosion caused the loss of the land area.  The excess property consists of approximately one to two acres of land above water, which is located approximately two miles north of Gardiners Island, between Gardiners Bay and Block Island Sound, off eastern Long Island. The property is surrounded by water on all sides.  The property was originally listed as 14 acres because at one time it was connected to Gardiners Island by a sand bar.  This bar was reportedly washed away in the early 1900’s. Records indicate that the Army used the site (in the early 1940’s) as an aerial bombing target.  The former Naval Air Station, Brooklyn, New York used the island as an air-to-ground weapons target.  The property was investigated for unexploded ordnance and several items were found and disposed of by Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal, Mobile Unit Two (EODMU), Detachment Earle, Colts Neck, New Jersey.  The property was cleared on the land to 75 yards off the shore line in the surrounding waters to a level consistent with Department of Defense Explosives Safety Board (DDESB) standards for use as a wildlife preserve.  Additionally, the property contains ruins of Fort Tyler which are in deteriorating condition.  The concrete is sprawling and being eaten away by erosion.  The foundation has sunk into the ground considerably and the structure is suspect and should be considered unsafe.

The excess property is not being utilized by the Navy (reported excess in 1990) and is being treated as a wildlife refuge.  The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife expressed interest (in 1994) in the transfer of this property.  Wildlife conservationists observe the Roseate Tern, a federally listed endangered species, which use the island for nesting.  

The Navy Real Estate Summary Map, NAVFAC Drawing No. 2026791, is provided as Exhibit "A".

2. How the Government Acquired Title:

Title to the property was acquired by federal transfer from the Department of the Army.  A copy of the transfer document is attached as Exhibit "B".

3. Status of Title:

There are no easements, permits, or licenses granted on the excess property, based on Navy Real Estate (Cadastral and Operations) records.

Restrictions: 

· Access: The property should always carry the warning that ordnance may still be found, and access should be prohibited to the general public.  Any State personnel who are required to visit the property in order to manage the wildlife refuge should be made aware of the possibility that ordnance may still exist in the area.  If additional unexploded ordnance is found, NYDEC should contact the Explosive Ordnance Disposal, Mobile Unit Two (EODMU), Detachment Earle, Colts Neck, New Jersey.  
· Navigation:  The current 300 yard exclusion area indicated on NOAA charts of the area should remain in place.  
4. Jurisdiction:

Civil and criminal jurisdiction over the excess property is exclusive.

5. Screening of Property:

This property has been reported excess to the needs of the Commander, Naval Reserve Force, New Orleans, Louisiana.  The property has been screened through the Department of Defense, and no DoD requirements exist.

The property is not subject to the provisions of 10 U.S.C. 2662 (Title 10).

6. NEPA Compliance:

The Navy is reporting the excess property to GSA for disposal.  This action is categorically excluded from further documentation requirements under NEPA.  A copy of the Record of Categorical Exclusion is provided as Exhibit "C".
7. Floodplain/Wetland/Coastal Zone:

Gardiners Point is a 14 acre sand spit of which 12 acres are under water.  The entire sand spit is within the 100-year floodplain.    

The excess property does not contain any vegetated tidal or freshwater wetlands.

7. Floodplain/Wetland/Coastal Zone (Continued):

The property is not located near a Wild and Scenic River.

The property is located in a coastal zone.  

8. Endangered Species and Biological Resources:

Gardiners Point is a nesting site for the Roseate Tern, a federally listed endangered species.

9. Archeological and Cultural Resources:

The property has no known historical, architectural, archeological, or cultural significance and is not listed, eligible for listing, or in proximity to any property which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

10. Environmental Documentation:

Per Jim Mills E-mail of 20 Dec 01, the Finding of Suitability to Transfer (signed 28 Jan 1998) and Environmental Baseline Survey (dated 8 Dec 1997) represent the current condition of the excess property.  Refer to Exhibit "D".  

11. Asbestos:

The property has no known asbestos-containing material (ACM).

12. Hazardous Substance Activity:

Attached as Exhibit "E" is a Hazardous Substance Certification.

13. Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB’s):

There are no known PCB’s on the excess property.

14. Lead Based Paint (LBP):

There are no known lead-based paint issues related to Gardiners Point. 

15. Underground Storage Tanks:

There are no underground storage tanks located on the property.

16. Contaminated by Ordnance/Explosives:

The excess property is the site of unexploded ordnance or other explosives.  Ordnance has been found at the site, both on land and in the surrounding water.  The site has been cleaned up to the level required by the Department of Defense Explosives Safety Board for its intended use as a wildlife refuge.  It should be noted that storms and shifting soil conditions may uncover additional ordinance in the future.  Attached as Exhibit "F" is the Explosive Ordnance Remediation Plan for Gardiners Point. 

17. Homeless Reports:

A homeless checklist has not been sent to HUD.  

18. National Park or Indian Reservation:

The property is not located within the boundaries of a National Park or Indian Reservation.

19. National Forest or Wildlife Refuge:

The property is not within or adjacent to the boundaries of a National Forest. The excess property is being treated as a wildlife refuge by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife.  Wildlife conservationists observe the Roseate Tern, a federally listed endangered species, which use the island for nesting.     

20.  FAA Determination:

The MacArthur Airport, Islip, New York is located in the vicinity of the excess property.

21. Public Body Interest:

There have been expressions of interest in this property by the Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife.  Refer to Exhibit "G".
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