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19 August 2003

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks

Exalted High Ruler

42 DeCou Avenue

West Trenton NJ

Attn: Mr. Kevin Vitz 

Dear Mr. Vitz:

This correspondence refers to the Navy’s desire to enter into negotiations to purchase an easement from the ______________________________________________, for a _________-year period, over a portion of property situated in the Town of _______, State of New Jersey.  The Navy requires this easement to install and monitor groundwater wells.  The sampling of the above-mentioned groundwater monitoring wells is in connection with the on-going ______________________pun _____________-work at the former Naval Air Warfare Center, Trenton, New Jersey.  A legal description and drawing identifying the parcel is attached as enclosure (1).  

Public Law 91-646, The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, requires that each owner of the property to be acquired by the Government be furnished a written statement showing the amount established as just compensation, this information is provided by enclosure (2).  The Government’s appraised value is based upon the judicial concept of just compensation, which is defined as “the most probable selling price.”

We have conducted an appraisal of your property.  The amount established as just compensation is nominal.  However, the Government recognized that a cost will be incurred for the granting of the easements.  Therefore, five hundred dollars ($500.00) is being offered to you for the purchase of an easement in, upon, under and through your property.  

The proposed purchase agreement, enclosure (3), is forwarded for your review and concurrence.  If acceptable, please sign and return to this office for execution by the appropriate Navy official.  We would appreciate your response within fifteen days of the date of receipt of this letter.  Our apologies for the time constraint, however, it is required since any delay would adversely affect this project.

Ms. Eileen Marengo has been designated to negotiate with you for the purchase of this easement.  If you should have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact her at the above address or at telephone (610) 595-0750. 




Sincerely,




GREGORY C. PRESTON




Real Estate Contracting Officer




Engineering Field Activity, Northeast




By direction of the Commanding Officer

Enclosures:  1.  Legal Description and Survey of Parcel



   2.  Statement of Appraised Value



   3.  Proposed Purchase Agreement 

STATEMENT PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 91-646
1.  Owner: State of Rhode Island, Department of Transportation

2.  Public Law 91-646, the Uniform Relocation Assistance of Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 provides in part that each owner of the property to be acquired by the Government be furnished a written statement of, and summary of the basis for, the amount established as just compensation.


Under established law the criteria for just compensation is fair market value which is defined as:

“The amount in cash, or on terms reasonably equivalent to cash, for which in all probability the property would be sold by a knowledgeable purchaser who desires but is not obligated to buy.  In ascertaining that figure, consideration should be given to all matters that might be brought forward and reasonably be given substantial weight in bargaining by persons of ordinary prudence, but no consideration whatever should be given to matters not affecting market value.”

Based upon all factors, the amount established as just compensation is five hundred dollars ($500.00).

