Did the Chinese help build the transcontinental railroad?

In 1862, as the Civil War raged between the North and the South, Congress enacted legislation providing for the construction of the transcontinental railroad to link the country from east to west.  The U.S. government gave federal land grants to the Union Pacific Railroad to break ground at Omaha, Nebraska, and build westward to Promontory Point, Utah, and to the Central Pacific Railroad to begin construction at Sacramento, California, and build eastward to Utah.  Thousands of Chinese, many fresh from China, were hired by the Central Pacific Railroad as its main source of labor for the transcontinental railroad in the early 1860s.  Employers soon realized that the Chinese were among the most dependable workers around.  Under pressure to complete construction in the time frame Congress had specified, the Central Pacific sent an agent to China to recruit Chinese laborers.  The construction of the railroad was a feat accomplished mainly by the Chinese.  Of the 10,000 laborers in the construction team, 9,000 were Chinese.  They cleared the trees, blasted rock with explosives, shoveled and carted away debris, and laid the tracks.  An estimated 1,000 people lost their lives in the effort.  Yet, on May 10,1869, when the two railways linking the east and west were finally joined at Promontory Point, Utah, before a crowd of 1,500, and a golden spike was driven in to commemorate the momentous occasion, the Chinese were absent.  Despite their invaluable contributions to the building of the transcontinental railroad, the Chinese had been purposely excluded from the ceremonies and from the famous photograph of the Americans who drove the golden spike.

