How did Guam become an American territory?

Guam, the gateway to Micronesia, was named by Ferdinand Magellan.  Spain claimed Guam in 1565 and made it a regular port of call for merchants and sailors plying their trade on the route connecting Mexico and Manila.  Later, Spain administered Guam as part of the Philippines and attempted to integrate both countries into the global economy by encouraging trade with Mexico.  After the Spanish-American war in 1893, Spain ceded Guam to the United States, which turned the island into a naval base and made the natives U.S. nationals.  Except for a brief period of Japanese occupation during WWII, the Navy administered the island until 1950.  On August 1, 1950, Congress passed the Organic Act of Guam, which conferred U.S. citizenship on the inhabitants of the Territory of Guam, established in Guam a civilian administration under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department of the Interior, and extended control of the local government to the natives.  In 1970, the governorship of Guam became an elected office, rather than one appointed by the president of the United States.  Guam became so Americanized that it earned the nickname, "Guam USA."  

