Next time you look out the window onto a rainy day and pull out an umbrella, know that you owe your thanks to the Chinese. Umbrellas in China were not simply used to protect the skin from the sun's rays.  Made from oil paper produced by the bark of the mulberry tree, the first practical umbrella was invented in China during the Wei Dynasty (386-532 AD).  It was designed to protect from both the rain and the sun. Soon thereafter,  they took on a more symbolic meaning as ceremonial ornaments and momentos of the Emperor's trust. 

