MISS AMERICA 2001 - ANGELA PEREZ BARAQUIO
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Angela Perez Baraquio became the first Asian-American (she is Filipina-American) and teacher to win the Miss America Pageant in October 2001.  Growing up in a close-knit family of 12 from Hawaii, Angela was born on June 1, 1976 to Pest Control Operator/Founder Rigolette Baraquio and Pest Control President Claudio Baraquio. 

She soon excelled and became an honor student and standout athlete (girls' basketball & cross-country teams) from Moanalua High School, class of 1994. She tried her hand in the Miss Hawaii Pageant twice in hopes of attaining scholarship money for college. Upon successfully competing and winning the Miss Hawaii Pageant in 2000, Baraquio earned her Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education from the University of Hawaii at Manoa.

As Miss America 2001, Angela Perez Baraquio took her “classroom” across the country, educating the nation about the need for character education in our schools and in our homes. She traveled approximately 20,000 miles a month on a national speaking tour entitled, “Character in the Classroom: Teaching Values, Valuing Teachers,” challenging educators, parents and students to make character education an integral part of their school’s culture and curriculum.

She twice met with President Bush to discuss issues concerning education and actively supported an amendment to his HR1 Education Bill written by Congressmen Wamp and Etheridge, urging the President and Congress to support an increase in funding for character education from $8 million to $50 million per year. She addressed legislators, governments, schools and members of the community, inviting them to take the initiative in lighting the way for a brighter tomorrow for our country and all Americans. She also established the Angela Perez Baraquio Educational Foundation. 

Baraquio tries to share her culture with others, by starting each speech with the Hawaiian greeting, "Aloha."  She says multiculturalism is connected to character education.  "If you have good character, it goes hand in hand with sharing and appreciating different cultures, " she says.

