Did Hawaiians invent the sport of surfing?

It has been said that surfing is a combination of two sports brought to Hawaii by its earliest settlers, the Polynesians and the Tahitians.  From Polynesia came paipo, in which thrill-seekers rode waves by lying prone on a rounded board, and from Tahiti came paka, in which surfers rode the waves by standing on a canoe.  The combination of the two pastimes contributed to the emergence of a new sport, surfing, which the chiefs of Hawaii and the natives of Hawaii embraced as their own.  By the 1800s, however, surfing was condemned by New England missionaries and did not enjoy resurgence until 1904, when Duke Kahanamoku, the famous Hawaiian Olympic swimming champion, promoted the sport and popularized it as a Hawaiian pastime once again. 

