Read more about Executive Order 9066.

In 1942, one of the most tragic events in American history occurred.  On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which led to the incarceration of over 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II.  Shortly thereafter, all American citizens of Japanese descent were prohibited from living, working, or traveling on the West Coast of the United States with no evidence to support the massive denial of constitutional liberties.

To atone for the severe injustice to the Japanese Americans who were interned during World War II, the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 was passed by Congress and signed by President Ronald Reagan on August 10, 1988.  The Act established the Office of Redress Administration and the Civil Liberties Public Education Fund.  The Office of Redress Administration was charged with identifying all potential recipients deemed eligible for redress so each could receive a payment of $20K and a letter of apology from the President of the United States.  The Civil Liberties Education Fund was established in 1996 to sponsor research and public educational activities so that the events surrounding the Japanese internment will be remembered and its causes may be better understood.
