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Columba Bush, formerly Columba Garnica Gallo, was born in Leon, Guanajato, Mexico in 1953. In February 1971, she met Jeb Bush, now governor of Florida in Leon, Mexico, while he was teaching English in an exchange program with his high school, Phillips Academy. They were married on February 23rd in 1974. From 1980 until the Governor's election, they lived in Miami where they raised their three children, George, 25, Noelle, 24, and Jebby, 18. 

As Florida's First Lady, Mrs. Bush dedicates her time and energy to promoting art appreciation among Florida's young people. In 2000, Mrs. Bush started the Arts Recognition Program, which honors high school seniors who have demonstrated exemplary talents in music, media, dance, theatre or visual arts. Her personal support of the Arts Recognition Program includes traveling to schools across the state to draw attention to the variety of arts education programs Florida's public schools have to offer. She is also the Co-Founder of the Children's Cultural Education Fund of the Ballet Folklorico, which raises money for the national dance troupe of Mexico. The Foundation sponsors free performances of the Ballet Folklorico to school-aged children across the United States. More than 250,000 children have seen the Ballet to date. 

Mrs. Bush is also active in other community organizations. She is currently a spokesperson and a member of Informed Families of Florida, a non-profit organization involved in educating families on the perils of drug abuse. Nationally, she is a board member of Columbia University's Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse (CASA), the nation's foremost resource institution on the prevention of substance abuse. In addition, she is a member of the Governors' Spouses Leadership Forum, an organization that is dedicated to the reduction of youth alcohol abuse. 
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