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“The People’s Court” made history when it put Judge Marilyn Milian, TV’s first Latina judge, on the bench. Milian took over for retiring Judge Jerry Sheindlin (Judge Judy’s husband) in the second half of the 2000-01 television season and has been laying down the law and winning viewers ever since. 

Milian, the first female to preside over “The People’s Court,” brings 16 years of legal experience to the bench. Milian, 40, was born in Queens, N.Y., and moved to Miami with her family when she was 8 years old. She received her undergraduate degree at the University of Miami, where she graduated summa cum laude at the top of her class with a 4.0 grade average. She then attended Georgetown Law School, where she earned her law degree and graduated cum laude. Milian, of Cuban descent, is fluent in Spanish. She spent a year working at Harvard Law School, where she served as director of training for the Guatemala Project. There, she was responsible for training the Guatemalan trial judiciary, defense and prosecution bar in investigation and trial techniques. 

Florida Gov. Jeb Bush in 1999 appointed Milian to the Miami Circuit, where she served in the Criminal Division. Prior to that, she spent five years in the Miami County Court in the Domestic Violence Court and Criminal and Civil divisions. She was appointed to the County Court by then-governor Lawton Chiles. Before serving in the County Court, Milian worked from 1984-1999 as an assistant state attorney for the Dade County State Attorney’s Office (Janet Reno hired her for the position). Milian resides in Miami with her husband, John Schlesinger, an assistant U.S. attorney in the Southern District of Florida. In addition to their new arrival, Milian and her husband have two other daughters, Cristina and Alexandra. 

When asked if about being a role model, she answered, "I call it an honor. Whenever I’m approached by a Hispanic in the street, I’m just so proud. To me, I consider it a great honor. A reporter with The New York Times asked me if I was offended that they (the show’s producers) were looking for a Hispanic. Why would I be offended? As a Hispanic and as a woman, to me it says we’ve arrived. I speak at a lot of functions. I get a lot of requests from it, but I also get a lot of gratification. In terms of inspiration, if I picked one person who’s been the greatest inspiration, I would say it’s my father. He came to this country because he had nothing in Cuba. He walked the streets of Manhattan looking for “Help Wanted” signs."  Milian’s father, George, is now a successful contractor and real estate developer. 
Judge Marilyn Milian





The People's Court








