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Louis Caldera was born in El Paso, Texas, and was raised in Whittier, California. Mr. Caldera began his public service career as an Army officer and as a lawyer. After graduating from West Point, he served as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Army from 1978 to 1983. He rose to the rank of Captain and was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. His assignments included serving as a military police platoon leader, a battalion intelligence officer, and a battalion executive officer. He later served in the U.S. Army Reserve. 

After leaving active duty, Mr. Caldera attended Harvard University. He earned a law degree from Harvard Law School and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School in 1987. He then entered private practice in the areas of corporate transactions and municipal finance at the firms of O'Melveny & Myers and Buchalter, Nemer, Fields and Younger. He later represented Los Angeles County in state and federal court as a Deputy County Counsel. 

Louis Caldera became the 17th Secretary of the Army on July 2, 1998, after nomination to that post by President Clinton and confirmation by the United States Senate. As Secretary of the Army, Mr. Caldera had statutory responsibility for all matters relating to Army manpower, personnel, reserve affairs, installations, environmental issues, weapons systems and equipment acquisition, communications, and financial management.  Mr. Caldera previously served as Managing Director and Chief Operating Officer for the Corporation for National Service. A federal grant-making agency headquartered in Washington, DC, the Corporation provides opportunities for Americans of all ages to engage in service and addresses the nation's educational, public safety, environmental and human needs. 

Mr. Caldera served for five years in the California Legislature, where he represented the nearly 400,000 residents of the 46th Assembly District, located in the downtown Los Angeles area. He served as Chair of the Assembly's Banking & Finance Committee, Revenue & Taxation Committee, and Budget Committee. He also served as a member of the Intergovernmental Policy Advisory Committee to the U.S. Trade Representative. 
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