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RADM Rodrigo C. Melendez's background consists of Mexican, Spanish, and Latvian ancestry.  He received a Bachelor of Science and Doctor of Dental Surgery degrees from the University of Southern California and a Master of Science degree from George Washington University.  He was commissioned in April 1965. He was selected for promotion to Rear Admiral (upper half) in 2000. 

As the Assistant Chief for Education, Training and Personnel, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery in Washington D.C., he is responsible for Navy Medical Department enlisted technical training, officer and enlisted education programs and officer personnel accession and scholarship programs. Over 40,000 personnel attended Navy Medical Department schools and courses during the year 2000. Additionally, as the Tri-Service Medical Department representative for inter-service training, he coordinates cooperative medical training initiatives between the Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard. 
 

RADM Melendez's past assignments included Fleet Marine Force, H & HS Company, Marine Corps Air Station, Iwakuni, Japan; NAS Alameda, California; Navy Hospital Ship USS Sanctuary (AH-17); Residency in Prosthodontics, Naval Dental School, Bethesda, Maryland;

Branch Dental Clinic, Naval Station Rota Spain; Served consecutive assignments at branch clinics at the Naval Station, Naval Training Center, NAS Miramar, and Marine Corps Recruit Depot, while assigned to Naval Regional Dental Center, San Diego. He was assigned to the Naval Dental Clinic, Camp Pendleton; Executive Officer, Naval Dental Clinic, Camp Pendleton; Commanding Officer, U.S. Naval Dental Center, Yokosuka Japan; Force Dental Officer, Commander Naval Forces Japan, and Fleet Dental Officer, Commander Seventh Fleet.  

He served consecutive assignments in the Dental Division: Director for Healthcare Planning; Director for Healthcare Operations; and simultaneous assignment as Deputy Assistant Chief for Dentistry and Deputy to the Chief, Navy Dental Corps.  He was also the Commanding Officer, Naval Dental Center, San Diego, with oversight on over 14 branch dental facilities located in California and Nevada.

 
His personal awards include the Legion of Merit (with two gold stars), Meritorious Service Medal, and Navy Commendation Medal. He is a Fellow in both the American and International College of Dentists and the Academy of General Dentistry. 
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