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One of the first steam powered submarines was invented by Narcis Monturiol, an engineer born in Figueres (Girona, Spain) on September the 28th 1864. Besides being an engineer he studied law and wrote about Geography, Physics and Natural History. He first conceived of the Ictineo to help coral fishermen in their rough job. He started to build the submarine on February the 10th, 1862, it was 17 meters long and weighed 65 tons. The Ictineo was launched on October 2nd, 1864. In the beginning it was driven by a propeller operated by sixteen men, but because of it's poor performance he decided to change the human power for a 6 HP steam engine. The re-launching took place on October 22nd, 1867, and once the problems were worked out, the submarine did thirteen submersions to as much as 30 meters. The longest submersion lasted for seven and a half hours.  While underwater, it was propelled by a one cylinder steam engine located near the stern. 

Narcis Monturiol was way ahead of his time.  He also invented the double hull as well as the bulb-shaped bow, still being used today in modern vessels. In 1868, because of financial problems, the Ictineo was seized by creditors, broken up and sold as scrap. The steam engine was re-installed in a paper mill and later scrapped. Narcis Monturiol died on September 6th, 1885.

