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RADM (ret) Montoya is the grandson of immigrants from Chihuahua, Mexico. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1958, earned a B.S. in civil engineering from Rensselaer in 1960, a master’s degree in sanitary engineering from Georgia Institute of Technology in 1968, and a law degree from Georgetown University Law Center in 1981.  He is a licensed engineer and a member of the District of Columbia bar. 

In 1989, he completed a 31-year U.S. Navy career.  A highly decorated officer with several honors, including the Distinguished Service Medal, Montoya's last assignment was as the Chief of Civil Engineers. He was in charge of construction, maintenance and utility operations worldwide. Montoya moved to Albuquerque in August 1993 to become the president and chief executive officer of the Public Service Company of New Mexico. He left the Sacramento, California area, where he was employed as a Senior Vice President with Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 

Among his numerous honors are the Distinguished Service Medal, the Navy Commendation Medal, the Navy Achievement Medal, the Bronze Star (Vietnam), and the Legion of Merit. He received the U.S. Hispanic Engineer of the Year Award in 1989.

Montoya and his wife, Virginia, have seven children and 11 grandchildren.
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