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Edna Campbell

Professional Athlete, Cancer Awareness Spokesperson

In 2001, Edna Campbell, a 32-year-old single mother and professional basketball player, finished the WNBA season among the game’s elite players. Starting guard for the Sacramento Monarchs, Edna Campbell ranked 3rd in the league for her three-point field goal percentage. Appreciative fans lined up for autographs at every game and appearance. Campbell’s magnetic energy and her "light up a room" smile added to her role model appeal.
Then, in February 2002, she was given the devastating diagnosis of breast cancer. Overcoming the feelings of helplessness and hopelessness, Edna was determined to fight the disease and still hold her spot in the starting lineup for the 2002 season. When the reality of radiation and chemotherapy set in, anemia left her exhausted and overwhelmingly weak and tired. Although she was unable to play basketball, when the Sacramento Monarchs opened the season, she cheered her teammates on from the bench. 

Although an intensely private person, Campbell allowed the public to share in the progress of her treatment and recovery. In short order, she became one of America’s most visible advocates for breast cancer awareness. Everywhere she went she recognized and supported others who were fighting the disease and used her celebrity status to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for breast cancer research.
In August 2002, less than seven months after being diagnosed with breast cancer, a beaming, baldheaded Edna Campbell stepped back onto the court to play in the final game of the Monarch’s season. Quickly making her presence felt, she stole the ball and scored a lay-up as 15,000 fans rose to their feet and roared with joy at her recovery. It was a moment of triumph for Campbell and a moment of hope for every cancer patient. The triumph continued in 2003 when Campbell once again started every game for the Sacramento Monarchs and celebrated her son's high school graduation and entrance to college.
Edna Campbell’s willingness to share her grief, fear, and battle made her a champion of hope for all those diagnosed with breast cancer. Her story is a living demonstration of what is possible for women with cancer. Campbell continues to be a professional athlete, a nationally recognized spokesperson for breast cancer awareness, and a dynamic fundraiser for breast cancer research. Her grace and joyful spirit through her trying ordeal have given new hope to all affected by this dreaded disease.
