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Leslie Marmon Silko

Writer, Poet, Educator

Leslie Marmon Silko was raised on Laguna Pueblo, 50 miles west of Albuquerque. She is from a mixed heritage—Anglo, Mexican, and Native American. The family house sat on the fringe of Laguna Pueblo—not quite excluded, not quite included. It became a metaphor for Silko’s life: anchored to the traditions and stories of Laguna Pueblo on one side with Anglo mainstream on the other. She felt not quite included and not quite excluded in either.

Silko became a meeting ground for cultures, traditions, and new ideas. She grew up with a deep love of Laguna Pueblo stories, believing that storytelling is more than entertainment or a way to pass on values and traditions. Storytelling is a ritual ceremony that links the people with the mystical. 

Her goal has been to use her gift of story telling to promote the cultural survival of her people. She tries to fuse old and new Laguna Pueblo ritual and ceremonies to meet present day realities of reservation life by showing how traditional stories apply to and live in the modern world. She fights not just to preserve old stories, but also to recognize their essence today and to meld traditional story telling into modern reality.
After Silko received her bachelor’s degree in 1969 she began law school in order to assist Native Americans and also took several creative-writing classes. In 1971 she gave up law to teach and write. Her first short story was published in 1969 and her first book, a collection of poems about life in Laguna Pueblo was released in 1974. Her first major novel, Ceremony, was published in 1977 and is considered her most important and successful work to date. Her other writings include Laguna Women Poems (1974), Western Stories (1980), Storyteller (1981), Delicacy and Strength of Lace Letters (1986), Almanac of the Dead: A Novel (1991), Yellow Women (1993), Sacred Water Narratives and Pictures (1993), Yellow Woman and a Beauty of the Spirit Essays (1996), Love Poem and Slim Man Canyon (1999), Gardens in the Dunes (1999).
Leslie Marmon Silko has taught in New Mexico, Alaska, and Arizona and holds academic appointments at both the Universities of New Mexico and Arizona. She has been awarded a Macarthur Fellowship Prize.
A visionary who presents the interrelatedness of all things, Silko brings to life the courageous and challenging existence of people often overlooked and dismissed. Her stories respect tradition while still promoting essential change to ensure that the Laguna Pueblo culture survives. Her writing inspires hope and possibility for a people who have received little encouragement from other voices.
